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MODEST APOLOGY 


FOR THE 


c 0 N D U 0 T 


OF A 


Cental N AWI NAL. 
IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAD. 


BEING AN 


| E 8 8 9 v ROSS Silencing. the 8 
Tongue of SLANDER, till Facts can be 
aſcertained by ſubſtantial and circumſtantial 


Evidence. 


Audi alteram Partem. 5 


— 


LOND 0 N: 


Printed for M. Coors, in 3 
B. Dopp, oppoſite St. Clement's Church in the 
Strand; and Sold at all Pamphlet Shops, the ö 


9 Exchange and Weſtminſter. 
u pee VI. 


Tf frequent amongſt the Engl iſh — 


PREFACE to the PUBLICK. | 


Lon \H E following Effay is | clit | 
lated to diſplay the Polly and | 


Injuſtice of determining in Matters of ; 


Moment by Hearſay, an Error 955 


It hath heretofore been ae = ne- 


= ceſlary by Power, occaſionally to fa- 


; crifice ; a Victim to State Policy, with 


: Intent to amuſe and divert the 1 


5 0 Mrs, god tracing Effects 1 up 9 8 


to their Prime Cauſes: 5 This Fineſſe - 


vo CRETE E. 
is not badly illuſtrated | in the F able of 
the Monkey” 8 hugging the Cat, and 


uling her Claw to ſcratch Cheſnuts out | 


1 the Fire withal. Far be it from 


- me to ſuppoſe this 3 is the Caſe at pre- 


> ſent ; . would only urge, chat ever y 


T hing which can be precedented ought : 
1 be ſuppoſed, while an hitherto i in- 


nocent Gentleman 8 Life and Charac- 5 


| ter are at stake, at leaſt till palpable 


Demonſtration turns all Apology into 


1 85 an Ironical Sarcaſm. | 1. end this with | 


entreating my Readers, if poſſible, to 
read che following 1 Giſpalionarch, 


7 Ro * lar Prejudice, is like attempt- 


ing to alter the Courſe of the 


4 Tides, or to ſilence the outra- 
: ous: Noiſe of the tempeſtu- 
ous Ocean, and therefore far 

3 the moſt ſanguine Succeſs expected 

from the compiling of this ſmall Eſſay: The 
Author of which, however credited, deems 
it neceſſary previouſly to declare, in the moſt. 
ſolemn Manner, that he is not biaſſed by Ties 

of Kindred or otherwiſe, being an utter 
Stranger to the Gentleman who occaſions this 
| Apology ; no, he is an unprejudiced Spectator, 
one who i is no Friend to Oppoſition, nor Par- 


tizan x: : 


| N 


0 ſtem tha Torrent of 1 Popr * 


| 4-8-1 
tizan of Power, but a free Briton, who hum- 


bly inſiſts, as ſuch, he has an indiſputable 
Right to deliver his Sentiments concerning all 


=_ national Tranſactions 
1 He is well wär of Ge-rumerous Witti 
a which will be thrown out upon him 
and his Subject; and tho' he acknowledges 
—_— himſelf an Admirer of Wit, wiſhes the Smarts 
1 of the Age would exhauſt their ſeemingly in- 
l' exhauſtible Funds upon Subjects ſomewhat leſs 


ſerious ; as for the Author's Performance, they 
muſt uſe their Pleaſure ; but he apprehends, a 
SGentleman's Life, Reputation, with a long Sc. 
are not Topies fit for the Deciſion of Public, 
and Coffee-houſe Frequenters, thoſe Dablers 
in Politics: They truly repreſent the Madman 
in the Scriptures, who caſteth Firebrands, Ar- 
rows and Death, and wantonly faith, am 11 Hot 
n Sport ? 7 0 | 


O 


The Engliſh are e generally too o premature in 


„„ their Applauſe or Condemnation of . 
) Tranſactions. In the Ti ime of Sir R. , 
GC Miniſtry, the Populace deem' d Admiral Oy; 


to blame, for lying inactive near Porto Bello, 
while Sickneſs en away his Forces, till their 


Eyes 


1 


A 


191 


Eyes at length were open d, by the clearing up 


and diſcovering of certain Cireumſtances, by 


which it appeared that brave Officer had Or- 
deers not to engage. Thus when it was paſt 
1 Remedy, this unfortunate Gentleman obtained 
Pity; a flight Redreſs for a broken Heart and 


once el nnn 


26 Man hath as yet | eadiaronred to con- 


trovert, or call in Queſtion, the many Abſur= 
dities, palpable Falſhoods, and groſs Miſrepre- 
ſentations, which phie Rumour hath lately 

© vented about Mr. B——, a Gentleman who 

_ deſerves a Suſpenſion from ſuch malignant 
Abuſe, at leaſt till Proofs can ſupport Malice, 

not only upon the Score of Juſtice and com- 

mon Humanity, but alſo. of that Veneration 

the Engliſb ought ever to pay to the Memoryof 8 
the great Lord Torrington. Far be it from my 

Meaning, that the Father's glorious Deſerts 
ſhould ſhade the Son's Defe&s; I would in 

fer from thence only, that there ought to be 
a Reſpite from Slander till pofitive Proofs ap- 
pear. In the preſent Caſe we have ſeen a 
Flood of Abuſe flowing in Ballads, News-pa- 
pers, Magazines, and public Prints, all found- 
ed upon a Letter, or an Extract from one, 


” written 


11% 


written by Mr. B—, and tranſmitted to the pub- 
lic in the London Gazette, on Saturday, June 


26, and dated the 25th of May. If this Letter 
be genuine, I fear the Admiral's Confuſion 


has occaſioned his hurrying « over what a ſim- 


ble Secretary might have reel drawn up. 


But allowing this to "be the Caſe I cannot 
acknowledge any great Miſconduct appears to 


have been S by the Admiral. - How | 
can we tell what Hurry and Confuſion he was | 


in, what Intelligence he might have received 


relating to the Affairs and Situation of the 
Enemy, which might to him, at that Time, = 
ſeem to deſerve Credit, and induce him to act 
in the Manner he bas done; or, in ſhort, Þ 
What can be determin'd, till! the Officers 
Orders, Log- books, and Journals, Sc. are in- 
ſpected? Oh, but ſay his Enemies, Suppoſi- 
tions prove nothing. I fay they do prove 


every Thing I want to prove, which is, that 


| there ought to be a Suſpenſion of Abuſe till 
Truths can be inveſtigated. Let it alſo be re- 


membered, that whatever has been alledged 


againſt this Gentleman, 1s allo. founded on 
- | een 


n 


: 00 to perform great Exploi 


[11 ] 


In Crimes of the higheſt Nature it has al- 
| ways been held unjuſt, to calumniate the Cri- 


minal before his Trial, leſt, by ſo doing, you 


ſhould prejudice him in the Eyes of his Jury. 
A Judge, unleſs the Offence is flagrant to the 
cleareſt Demonſtration, tenderly delivers his 
| Charge to the Jury; and lays the greateſt Streſs 
upon what ſeems to make moſt for the Ser- 
vice of the Delinquent. Then let us uſe a 
Fellow Creature like a human Being, and not 
| wantonly opprefs the already falling. I am 

ſorry I am obliged to ſay, this Behaviour in 
my Countrymen bears not the Stamp of Chri- 
ſtianity. Behaviour like this indicates the 


greateſt Ungeneroſity, nay Savage Barbarity, 


and which would far better become the wild 
Indians in America, than the more Poliſh'd g 
Sons of Britannia. Fo 


We are 1 d, hs Mr. 8 was in- 


cording to the Opinion of 


its; and, ac- 
ie Populace, he 
was to perform ſuch as Don Quixote never 
_ aſpird to; amongſt other Things, he was 
only to require the Winds and Waves to aſſiſt 
him with a wa Paſſage ; then he was to 


B 2 | = make 
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als it in his Way to meet, fight, and beat 


the French Fleet ; and finally, he was to throw 


Succours into Fort St. Philip, maugre all Op- 
poſition he might meet with in the Attempt. 


T believe Mr. B-— may be a very capable 


Man, and yet he as not be capable of per- 
forming all this, without the particular Inter- 


poſition of Divine Providence, a Favour which 
from the Degeneracy of this Nation, I fear we 


have but too ſmall Reaſon to expect. As I was 
5 paſſing thro' the Strand one Day, I obſerved 


two or three Journeymen Joiners mending 


Mr. B——'s Operations: The Place they 
had choſen ſor their Debate was at the Cor- 
ner of Exeter Exchange ; I liſtened ſome Time, 
till the Diſpute began to grow warm, when 
on a ſudden, hearing a hoarſe Noiſe be- 
hind me, I turn'd round, and obſerv'd a naked 
Head, bolted thro a Cobler's Stall, from 
| whence iſſued the following incoherent Ex- 
preſſion; Damn my Blood, if B- 
deſerve to be ſcragg'd for not beating the 
French Fleet to Mummy, and landing his 
Forces at Mahon”, Upon which it immedi- 
ately began to roar, inſtead of a Ribbon, he 
ſhall have a String, Cc. I walk'd off, and 

: could not help refleting how ridiculous it 


— don't 


was, | 


THT. 
was, for Men bred Mechanics, to pretend to 
determine on the Propriety of an Admiral's 


| Motions in naval Affairs. Vet to prove how 


|  Poſed to have been drawn up at a public 
Houſe in Wapping, whereby Mr. B— 


far this has been done by People in perhaps a 

| ſomewhat more elevated Sphere in the Daily 
95 7 and other Papers, which moſt of 
5 Readers may have ſeen. There are in- 
f rele certain Articles of Impeachment, ſup- 


| ſeverely cenſured, Now to ſhew ben the 


T7 1gnorant may be impoſed upon, by a ſpecious 
|  Pretence to marine Knowledge, 1 ſhall take 


the Trouble to confute, to a Demonſtration, 13 
| perhaps every one of thoſe Articles, But 1 
| ſhall firſt, for the Benefit of Landſmen, ay. 


. 


down this as a fixed Principle, that no Man 5 


breathing, on Shore, can tell how long a Fleet 


might be going from Plymouth to Gibraltar, 
aand thence to Minorca; for when the wind 


is eaſterly off of Cape Finifterre, it may be 


due Weſt near the Iſles of Scilly. Therefore 


how ſome. Gentlemen would calculate the 
Time when Mr. B—— might have arrived at 


Mabon, I cannot imagine, unleſs _ had . 5 


Fs ceived ſome DOGS from . 


Axricrz . 
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ArTICLE 4 ba 


"FF 7 he i is highly Guilty, for ordering he | | 
Deptford out of the Line, as he ought to 
have taken all Advantages to deſtroy the French, 


and not riſqued a Battle on equal Letz, when : N 
he could do otherwiſe, : 


on e en I. 


Not Guilty for ordering the Deptford os out 


of the Line; 'twas a prudent Act, either to 5 


ſupply the Place of a diſabled Ship, or to pro- 


tet her from falling into the Hands of ou. = 


Adverſaries; as alſo that ſhe might be ready 


"20. Take, "Advantige of any of the Enemies 
5 Ships when diſtreſſ d. Further, a Coward 


would never have leſſened his Number, it : 


being the Nature of Cowardice, r never to think 1 


itſelf ſufficiently ſecur d. 


Mole, It is both uſual nd PO where 
| "there 1 is an equal Number of Capital Ships, to 


throw out the ſmaller Veſſels tor the Purpoſes 
aforeſaid. „„ 


1 "Ape; 2. Hauſe hs . not lad the Van, 5 
but gave the Command and his Poſt of Ho- 


nour 


F 
-nour and Danger to his Rear-Chief d'Eſcadre; 
whereas he ſhould haye led the Van, and by 


Example ſpirited-on the other Ships: Which 
ſhews he did not intend wy Harm to — 


Enemy. 


5 gu 5 That he 9 3 3 ; 
; his Ships from being raked by the Enemy, as 
| he had the Windward ow” but did not | 


N it. 


5 ' Opjeer. 3 3. His g l the Wind of tte 
5 Eu obliged him to bear down to engage, 
of Conſequence the Enemy laying too to re- 
ceive him, he could not prevent their Raking 
him from the Time of coming within Gun- 5 


| ſhot, to the Thus of e 


* . 


Op znr. 4. It is both uſual ind neceſſary, : 
to draw a Lift of the Line, of which every 
Ship is obliged to have a Copy, wherein it is 
appointed which Ships are to lead with the es 
| Starboard and which with the Larboard Tacks 
on board; this therefore is determinable by 
the Wind, which all ll People. know | is wo 


N. B. 


: F 16] 


N. B. It i is not a Sea Phraſe to ſay he had f 
the Windward Gage, but nothing better can X 


be — from ſuch Sailors. 1 


ART. 4. That he ſuffered his own Ship 
g (according to his own Words) to ſuſtain the 
Fire of the Enemy for ſome Time before be 5 


Po, engaged his Adverſary. 


„„ Op jrcr. 4. Tis adiniitted he did 4 wa 
1 infiſted upon to be right, as he could fire 

no more than his Forecaſtle Guns till he came 

to a cloſe Engagement, which is far prefera- e 


ble to throwing away a few random Shot. 


VN. B. This does not deſerve to be tiled 
Cowardice, moſt brave Commanders chuſing „ 


to cloſe ere — * 


as 35 That we ſuſpect! this 4th Article, 3 
85 becauſe it is impoſſible for two capital Ships 
to engage, without + having « a Man Killed or | 


5 wounded. 


e Ox iner. 5. "Hui known an mige laſt 

Wat, where two capital Ships engaged for 

ſome Hours, wherein one Ship loſt only two 
Men killed, and three wounded, yet the other 
2h, had near Three-ſcore killed and wounded; : 

ES. 7 therefore 


T1197" 


therefore tho! this may be improbable, it is far 
from being pelt ne.” 


AT- 6. That it oſt be owing to im 
Conduct for one ſingle Ship to put the whole 
Line in diſorder, by only loſing her Fore-top- 
_ maſt; whereas it might have been repaired 

in a few Hourk 5 
VN. B. What became of ber r Bowlings or 
had ſhe wy. to her Sails! 5 : 


Oz jxcr. 6. What could the do with her 
Bowis et the Sails to pieces, or can it be 
ſuppoſed that the Bowlines could ſupport the 
Fore- top-maſt with all its Rigging, &c. lying 


at the Back of the Fore-ſail, when the Braces, 


Tack, &c. were gone; the deſt Way W 


n, be to cut the Top- maſt Rigging quite 
away, and clear themſelves from it as faſt as 


poſſible; its ſaid it might have been repaired i in ; 
a few Hours, whereas this Confuſion don't ap- 
pear to have laſted, according to the Letter, 
more than ſome Minutes. The Confuſion was 
far from being general, or extending thro' the 
Line, tho' Experience has often ſhewn, that one 
Ship may diſorder beſt Part of a Line of Battle. 
NB. "THE Letter fays but a few were diſorder d. 
© = ART, 7. 


TY 18 f 


Art. 7. As the Enemy was not to be ſeen 
for five Days after, he might have landed his 


- Forces, or at leaſt peeped into Mahon ; but as 
: NE: did neither, we think he was afraid of 


mecting the Dn off the Mouth of the 
Harbour. 


-But it ſeems it ca not his Fighting Day: 7 


5 7. Why he did not land his . 
Forces, muſt appear! from the Proceedings of 
the Council of War, but the Admiral, far 

| ſrom running away, prudently lay cellnias his ; 

Ships the whole Night, for a freſh Engage- 
ment, ſo that if Galiſſonniere had been as ready 


as he next Morning, I can't help thinking but | 
* would have prov d his Fighting Day. 


N. B. It ſeems to me that Kart IWe ht, f 
who tis allowed proved himſelf. a Man of 
Courage, would have proteſted againſt the 
Council of War, had there not been ſome 
better Reaſons than we are acquainted with to 


induce him to acquieſce, unleſs it is to be ſup- | 


_ poſed that his Fighting Day was paſt too, which 
1 won't ſuppoſe without better Foundation. | 


Ax. 8, 


* * * + 2 "Av" — * — 0209 
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AgrT.$. By his ill Conduct, he left the 
Enemy Maſters of the Seas. OE 


| Onjeer. 8. This - can a only be determined | 


| by a Council of War. 


ART. 9. We look upon his Seba that 


: the Enemy failed three to one, to be a Mil- 
take, owing to a Pannic; becauſe, if it had 
been true, they had it in their Power, in the 
Attempt they! made, to have gained the Wind- 


: ward Gage, BY cating us out of the Wind. 


ww 


Os JECT. 9: One Ship may out-ſail tber 5 


| large or right before the Wind, yet may” not 

| be able to "phy to the Windward ſo well = 
there i is a great deal 1 in the Building of Ship. = 
ping which may occaſion this „ eee 


ſome Ships holding their Wind much better 


than others; - farther, the Wind might ſhift, 

and be {till in our Favour— 

lieve their ſalling three Fe cet to our one may 
be an Overſight in the Admiral's reading the 
Letter, probably drawn up by a blundering 
Secretary; and we ought to reflect, that the 
i Admiral had more Things of Conſequence to 


however, 1 be- : 


c 3 on take 


4 


ns AF: 


take Care of there, than moſt of us, who can 


criticize coolly upon his Actions here. 


* 


Ar i. That it does not appear, that 


Mr. Bung, intended apy Skirmiſh, if the 


Frencb had not rudely begun Arey upon his 
Ships. 


n Js 10. The contrary is apparent, be. 


5 cauſe he, being to Windward, might have 


choſe whether he would have engaged or not; 
inſtead of which it is expreſly ſaid, he made 
the Signal to bear down upon Galifſonriere and 
e N 


Arr. 1 1. That as the Kid Buns had the , 


Windward Gage, he might have run cloſe on --.S -- 
Board the Enemy, and wh his Crowd of Sail | 


becalmed them; the Conſequence would have 


been a Vickory, as their Ships could not have : 


edged away three Feet | in an Hour. 8 


0 MA 15 As the B ths are aid to = 
be the eſt Sailor; 8, How could he cloſe with 1 
5 and becalm them, when! it was in their Power 9 
to take | or leave at Pleaſure ; : tis ſaid, by 
| "the 5 


[a]. 


the Eng liſ Fleet's crowding Sail? =. Did 
the French then leave their Sails behind them 
at Toulon? If not, Had they not Power to 
crowd too? Beſides, Can any Mortal aſcertain 


a Victory, where the Adverſaries are equal, 
War being ſo fortuitous ? 8 


Ax r. 12. As he kad. 13 Sail of thi Line. 
-to the Enemy's 12, and 52 Guns more than 
they, he ought not to have acted as a Fribble, 
and more eſpecially as A was at Stake. 


F or theſe and many more Reaſons we ex- 
pet he ſhould be brought immediately to the 


5 Gang-way, to receive his Reward for Miſde- 
| meanors ſo e 


b Or). 12. This Article was anſwer'd be-- 
fore; a Fribble would never have diminiſhed 
1 Force, unleſs it could be proved, that the 
Admiral had retired himſelf into the Dept. 

ford, ſo diſmiſſed out of the Line. | 


MENS 


For the above, and divers other Reaſons, 

1 ſhall poſtpone my Opinion, till a legal En- 
quiry is made. Can it be ſuppoſed, a Coward © 

would make Intereſt to go upon an Expedi- 

tion, he knew muſt be attended with immi- 
nent 


>: [1285] =” 
nent Hazard of Life and Character; a Gen- 

tleman, according to Report, poſſeſſed too of 

a very plentiful Fortune. As to the pretend- 


ed Delay of Mr. B— in ſetting Gai he 
Nature of his Inſtructions, Sc. not being ac- 

quainted with the Arcana's of the Cabinet, I 
muſt leave them intwin'd, with other State 
Myſteries, to be untwiſted by Time (perhaps 
ſooner) at leaſt at the final Diſcloſure of all 


Things. Thus much I muſt fay, that had 


e Orders, as given out, been ſent to : 
Mx. B- to ſail, tis hardly probable, that 


58 weald have been permitted to have diſre- 
garded ſuch Orders. But to ee 


. 
Tis a lamentable Circumſtance, if hs falſe - 
Reports given out of an Officer Abroad, ſhould. 


co0ccaſion his Diſgrace among the Populace at 


Home, when tis poflible thoſe very Reports 
might be rais'd primarily by our profeſs'd Ene- © 
mies, the Reaſon for which might be, their 
5 being too ſenſible of ſuch Officer's Abilities, 
with reſpect to the intended Expedition. 1 
ſay, if this is the Caſe, twould be dreadful, 
ſhould ſuch Incendiari ies gain their Ends; this 


muſt deter experiencd Officers from offering 


. their Service to the Goverment at any Rio 


gSency, 


— ER. 


gency, not caring to run ſo great a Riſk of 
loſing their Characters. — May the Means be 


ever remembered, whereby the Engliſb were 


deprived of that great and good Man Sir Wal- 


ter Raleigh ; his being too well acquainted with 


South America, made him obnoxious to the 
| Spaniſh Court, which, after repeated Efforts 


for many Years, work'd his Downfall, by 


: the Aſſiſtance of curſed Gold, and the — 


_ trigues of Gondomor. 


Thus far, in the 8 of my Plan, 
has endeavoured to diveſt myſelf of all Party 
Prej udices, and. to ſpeak like a Citizen of the 
Wild; 1 ſhall - now cloſe, with declaring, 


that if Mr. B— 


| ſhould be found; 


= __ Sc. 


ria þ 
candid Eins, guilty; I ſhall "read ld: 
and doubt not every true Briton's joining with. 3 
me, in wiſhing he may meet with the moſt 
_ exemplary Puniſhment, as a Traitor to hs 
native Country, and moſt gracious Sovereign, | 


whom may God out of his infinite N long . 5 
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